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Institutional Development of Rural Waste Management
Zhu Ling
(Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences)

Abstract; This study investigates the institutional development of rural waste management in China
since 2017. The findings are threefold. First, the existing laws and regulations on pollution
management and environmental protection set up the institutional framework for the rural waste
management. Second, substantial progress has been made in livestock pollution treatment, toilets
revolution, and domestic waste management, owing to a broad approach to environmental education
and information dissemination, combined with state-led top-down enforcement efforts at all levels of
government. Third, in practice, government at both central and local levels shares the
responsibilities and costs of pollution treatment and environmental management, with waste creators,
including enterprises, households, and individuals. In particular, the government fund has been
largely devoted to areas failed in waste reducing, antitoxic treatment, and resource recovery.
Moreover, the study reveals that the sustainability of the current waste management system could be
greatly undermined due to a lack of institutionalized public participation at grassroots level in project
design and investment decision-making as well as insufficient funding arrangements in place for on-
going operations and maintenance for public infrastructures. Another problem is that the existing
technology of wastewater treatment cannot solve the problem of economic scale, given a dispersed
settlement pattern of rural population, which in turn creates blind spot in pollution treatment.

Keywords: rural development, waste management, environment protection system
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