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Income and Distribution of Tonnage Dues:
An Aspect of Tariff in Modern China
Wu Lingfei

Abstract ; Tonnage dues are a basically constituent part of tariff in modern Chinese Maritime Customs, and
some research works have been concentrated on income and distribution of tonnage dues. However, here
are some fuzzy or wrong points in those research works. Meanwhile, income and distribution of tonnage dues
have been ignored since materials are not enough to support related research. According to existing and
newly published materials, some wrong points could be corrected, and some fuzzy points could be
complemented in this paper. Especially, basing on rich materials, the situation of tonnage dues around the
Revolution of 1911 and during Republic of China has been deeply observed in this paper. Basing on these
analysis, income and distribution of tonnage dues in modern China are gradually clarified. Because tonnage
dues are an important kind of fund for lighthouse building and management, this paper argues that perfect
income and distribution system of tonnage dues has a significant influence on lighthouse construction. This
paper could not only make a positive effect on tonnage dues and tariff research, but also have meaningful
value for revenue history research.

Key Words: Maritime Customs; 70 Percent of Tonnage Dues; Aids to Navigation; Lighthouse
(T2 4 B AR )

- 102 -



