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China’s Service Sector Reform from 1978 to 1984 .

Origin, Motivation and Enlightenment
Li Yongjian Xia Jiechang
Abstract; The reform of service sector in China started in 1978, but the government and the academic
circles did not have a good theoretical understanding of the service sector in the reform at that time. The
initial motivation of the reform was to solve the increasingly serious employment problem. From the specific
path of reform, it mainly focused on the liberalization of individual economy at the very beginning, and
indirectly promote the reform of the service industry, then they started to realize the importance of the
development of service industry, instead, there were consciously reform on the service sector. It is the basic
characteristic of service reform in this period to drive the stock reform by means of incremental reform, and
gradually advance the market model, to comply with the principle that “first easy, the latier hard, keep
steady progress”. The above reform experience still has reference significance for us to deepen the reform
today.
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