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A Test Study on the Population Quantity of Youzhou City under
the Reign of Military Governorship during the Tang Dynasty (763 —907)
Zhang Tianhong

Abstract. The City of Youzhou was the centre of the Youzhou military governorship, which was located on
the northeast borderland in the Tang Dynasty. We should pay full attention to the size and the makeup of its
population. The city of Youzhou was a highly militarized city, under the reign of military governorship. It
was to be clear that soldiers and their family dependents were the main part of the urban population, when
we estimated the quantity of the population. Also, we should take the followings into account;the area
inside the city and the quantity of other groups except the soldiers which the relevant functional zones can
hold. There was a permanent resident population of more than 80 000 during the period from the end of
Anlushan Rebellion to the end of the Tang Dynasty (763 — 907 ) . During this period, the economy of
Youzhou had recovered. The city of Youzhou was, in military, politics, economy and culture, growing into
the regional central city of the northeast borderland in the Tang Empire. Then there came about population
gathering there. This figure could be in reasonable scope, with the reference to these backgrounds and later
data. It was not impossible that there was a population of 100 000 or more in the city of Youzhou during the
summit of the mediate and late Tang Dynasty. Whatever in the history of Beijing population or the history of
its urban development, the era of military governorship was not a bottom but a very important stage.

Key Words: Tang Dynasty; Military Governorship; City of Youzhou; Population
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