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Juren’s Traveling Expenses: The Imperial Examination,
Society and Nation in Ming Dynasty
Ding Xiuzhen
Abstract: Financial provision given to Juren was fundamental for national talents-selecting system in times
when the imperial examination was alive. In late Ming Dynasty as local taxation and the imperial
examination system changed, traveling expenses of Juren was included as an intrinsic part of local fiscal
expenditure , which was partially due to the increasing growth of Juren as a group in Guang dong with Chen
Xianzhang as the representative, who finally got the attention of the officials in charge of taxes reform during
Chenghua Year in Ming Dynasty. Juren’s traveling expenses not only secured their life financially but more
importantly , coupled with the progress of taxes reform, its ratio-set inclination then exerted influence on the
birth of talents selection ration in later generations. Further, the paradox of the absolute increase of imperial
examination expenditure yet comparative poverty of Juren was also worth of thoughts.
Key Words: Expenditure of the Imperial Examination; Juren’s Raveling Expenses; Personnel Ratio in the

Imperial Examination
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