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The Phenomenon of Guanzhong in the Trades of Lands and Houses
in the Villages of North China during the Periods
of the Late Qing Dynasty and the Republic of China
Wang Zhenghua
Abstract ; Guanzhong first appeared in the period of Kangxi as far as I can see. Due to the rising status of
deed tax in fiscal revenue of Qing Dynasty, Guanzhong ( referring to the governmental agent in the trades of
lands and houses) frequently joined in the trades of lands and houses at the villages of North China no later
than the period of Daoguang. The government continued to manage the group of Guanzhong normatively
since the late Qing Dynasty. Based on the continuity of Guanzhong system from the Qing Dynasty to the
Republic of China, this paper intends to sort out the development process of Guanzhong by using contract
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documents collected in Tsinghua library, published contracts and tablet inscriptions in North China, and the
official archives. And this paper also research elaborately on the origin, setting unit, functions, agency
fees, identities, advantages, and disadvantages of Guan Zhong. In addition, it will try to offer some reasons
for the several changes taking place in Guanzhong. From the late Qing Dynasty to the Republic of China,
Guanzhong experienced the process of continuous institutionalization. And the identity of Guanzhong
dramatically changed from the semi-official and informal administrator to the formal government official,
which involved the game between the state power and the folk social forces. In any case, the Guanzhong
group took full advantage of the convenience in playing the role of intermediary between the official and the
civil, and made a profit for themselves. Through the evolution of Guanzhong, it can be seen that since the
19" century, the state’s control over the grassroots society has gradually increased, along with the
permeation of state power, the construction of rural grassroots power and the normalization and
standardization of system.

Key Words: Modern Times; Villages; Trades of Lands and Houses; Guanzhong; Grassroots Society
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