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The Collection Methods of Qin Dynasty Land Tax from

Newly Unearthed Bamboo Slips’ Perspective
Li Hengquan

Abstract; Qin dynasty has two collection methods of land tax,the one is based on the land area of a certain
proportion ( taxation land) ,the other is based on the crops yield of a certain proportion. The first collection
method is counting area of total land and according to certain tax rate,thus we can know the area of the
taxation land,the crop yield is the tax of the total land. The second one is the total yield of land which
should pay tax and according to certain tax rate, thus we know the land tax which should pay. The first
collection method is a special shape of the second one. Therefore , the land tax of Qin dynasty is divide tax
which is according to yield. In Qin dynasty,the tax rate of grain land is a tenth,the tax rate of hemp land is
a fifteenth, “the Yu land” ( EL[H )is not the whole land the people have,but the land which record at the
books, this is the land should pay tax. “obtain standard” ( JX#% ) ,a measure of area of crop per unit yield,
the basis of calculation of the quantity of land tax. “wrong document” (%% ) ,is caused by the difference
which the quantity recorded by the document of land tax and ought to pay. The handling way is collecting
the mistake quantity recorded by the document, the next collection; the government will make up for the
difference. “obtain standard” ( UfE ) and “wrong document” (%35 ) illustrates that the “taxation land” ( i
[ ) is not the real land what truly existence make out from the land which is farmer request to pay tax,but a
digital concept in calculation process,a way of calculate the land tax,not a object form.
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