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The Changing Patterns in the Yi-Qian Levies in Song Dynasty :
The State and Local Government Roles in the Process of Taxation
Transformation from Grading Based to Landed-property Based
Huang Minjie

Abstract; The Song dynasty adopted the hired service system which marked the beginning of the Yi-Qian
(hired service fee) collection. The court allowed the circuits, prefectures and counties to reorient the central
issued calculate-levy rules under the circumstances. Thus, the Yi-Qian collection patterns became
multifarious from the start. But, afterward , the levy of the Yi-Qian tended to be simplified, along with the
abandon of the household-grade system. The central mandate played a role in the simplifying process,but the
most potent was the local government officials’ continuous attempts.
Key Words: Fiscal Policy of Song Dynasty; Levy of Yi-Qian(hired service fee) ; Household-grade System

Government Service; Xi-Feng Reforms
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