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The Temporal and Spatial Distribution of the Cotton Plantation in the Taihu Lake
Valley during the Ming and Qing Dynasties: Based on the Theory
of Environmental Response
Qian Kejin

Abstract: The expansion of the cotton plantation in the Taihu Lake Valley during the Ming and Qing
Dynasties was investigated from market level by scholars. They affirmed the change was caused by
agricultural commercialization. In fact, agricultural development is not only the process of promoting
production technology, but also a process of constructively coping with the environment. Environmental
response is essentially the unity of the adaptively using nature and positively treating environment by the
human. Although market surely played a role during the expansion of cotton plantation, it was not only.
Because water environment could not been effectively managed by the people, the peasants had to use
natural conditions adequately for their production in the certain environment. The measures were surely
contributing to the expansion too. The cotton expansion and rice reduction not only weakened rice
production, but also caused the degradation of cultivated land.

Key Words: Taihu Lake Valley; Temporal and Spatial Distribution; Environmental Response
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