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“Harmony and Unity” ; the Idea of “Harmony is Precious” of
Contracts in Ancient China
Li Hongtao Chen Guocan

Abstract . Harmony has been China traditional culture, known as the idea of “Harmony is precious” which
was fully embodied in the practice of contracts in ancient China. As far as the contractual consensus was
concerned, the idea of “harmony and unity” was the concrete expression of the idea because the contract
system created by ancient China was regarded as a set of institutional arrangement through which different
contractors were able to reach an agreement and realize their expected profit. For the contract language
styles, there were differences in historical periods when those styles, such as “xian he hou quan” type,
“liang gong ping zhang” type and “san mian ping yi” type, reflected the idea of “harmony and unity” ,
and showed the different language characteristics which were simple, perfect and concise. The idea of
“harmony and unity” is still valuable and significant and we can draw on it to standardize market behavior
and perfect market theory even under the market economic conditions today.

Key Words: Harmony and Unity; Ancient China’s Contracts; Harmony is Precious
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