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Fragmented Rural Society
——The impact of Japanese Colonial Rule on the Rural Strata Structure in the
Northeast China and its Heterization
Wang Daren
Abstract; To infiltrate and eventually control the authorities of the rural society was the key subject of the
Japanese colonial rule in the rural region of Northeast China. Following the continuous infiltration of the
Japanese colonial power, the indigenous rural strata structure were destroyed, and the traditional social
standards to maintain the stability of rural society were spoiled as well. While the infiltration of the colonial
power into the basic level society of Northeast China was thwarted, part of the rural members took the
opportunity to emerge as a newly risen dominating stratum with real power in hand. No matter having
dealings with the colonialists or with the common members of the rural society, the stratum was extremely
self-seeking, and it conflicted with all other stratum in the rural society due to national contradiction. The
situation eventually caused chaos in the rural region of Northeast China under the Japanese colonial rule,
the social standards to maintain social stability and the social stratum were both spoiled badly.
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