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Research on Exemption Arrear of Land Tax in Jiangsu Province of Qing Dynasty
Li Guangwei

Abstract; The land tax of Jiangsu province ranked the first in all provinces of Qing Dynasty, but the
growing serious arrear made land tax unable to pay in full. Jiangsu arrear of land tax was exempted
occasionally in early Qing Dynasty, which developed into be exempted periodically in the middle and later
period. The econometric analysis shows that the total amount of Jiangsu arrear of land tax from kangxi reign
to Qianlong reign was equivalent to the exemption of this province nine years silver and one year grain
tax. There was a sharp increase in the amount of arrear of land tax would be exempted, which was
equivalent to the exemption of Jiangsu province nineteen years silver and nine years grain tax in middle and
later Qing Dynasty. That amount of silver and grain was about 17 % and 21 % of the total amount of land
tax arrears in the same period, and was the first in all provinces. Suspending land tax collection was the
main reason of Jiangsu arrear production, which existed from Jiadao period to late Qing Dynasty. Jiangsu
arrear of land tax was serious, which embedded in the complex factors of financial system and human. The
authenticity of disaster in Jiangnan area of late Qing Dynasty should be reviewed.

Key Words:; Qing Dynasty; Jiangsu Province; Arrear of Land Tax; Exemption
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