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Corrections to Tang Xianglong’s Zhongguo Jindai Guanshui Shouru Yu Fenpei Tongji
Ren Zhiyong

Abstract; Tang Xianglong published his work two decades ago on the statistics of the budget and
reimbursement of the customs service of Late Qing, but the data he delivered suffer many mistakes due to
various reasons. From the perspectives of fiscal year and statistical standard, the author of this article uses
archives to reexamine Tang’s process of building his database. The article takes Zhejiang customs as a case
study, in which it makes corrections to Tang’s data based on available historical and financial archives. The
author argues that the Zhejiang customs statistics have some problems and scholars who embrace big data
approach in economic and social studies should be fully aware of the complexity of those materials.

Key Words: Customs service of Late Qing; Zhejiang Customs; Tang Xianglong; Tariff; Zhongguo Jindai
Guanshui Shouru Yu Fenpei Tongji
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