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From Applying to Leasing: Study on the Operation of Salt Territories
under the Salt Monopoly System of Changlu Salt Region in Qing Dynasty
Li Xiaolong

Abstract; The article argues that how the operational aspects of the monopoly changed in the Changlu Salt
Region during the Qing Dynasty. We also do not agree that the salt merchants were hereditary all along in
the Qing. Our analysis suggests that the operation of salt territories was changed from applying to leasing in
Qing Dynasty. First of all, the salt merchants often were dismissed for failing to pay salt taxes in early
Qing. Secondly, salt merchants must pay a large sum of money before monopolizing the franchised salt
territories. But the price of wo( %% ) always increased, so the merchants’ operation cost required more and
more large. Lastly, due to decline of fa-shang-sheng-xi( provide loans to merchants for generating interest)
which supplyed by Imperial Household Department, salt merchants often did not have enough money to
occupy the salt territories and register in the kang-ts’e( 24} ) in the late Qing Dynasty. At last, late Qing
government also no longer expelled from merchants, but changed to let merchants to operate the Salt
Territories on a leased way.

Key Words: Salt Monopoly; Hereditary Franchise System; Salt Administration; Merchants; Changlu
Salt Region
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