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The Copper and Lead Transportation and Sale System
and the Coin Supply in Middle Qing Dynasty
Ma Qi
Abstract: The place of production of copper and lead in middle Qing Dynasty concentrated in the
southwestern, while the demand spread across the country. The separate of production and sale of copper
and lead made the transportation to be a indispensable link of the coin material supply which influence the
stability currency system and economic growth. This paper discussed the transportation and sale system, the
reason, process and safeguard mechanism of the formation of coin material supply situation. The rising of
mining industry in southwestern in Qing Dynasty was the result of coin material crisis. With the sale
regional expanding of copper and lead, it formed a transportation and sale system link Yunnan, Guizhou
and the whole nation by water and land. This system lasted more than a century which reflected the capacity
of safeguard and strategic resources control of Qing Dynasty.
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