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Development and Spatial Structure of Commercial Cities and
Towns in Jinghu Region from the Five Dynasties to the Song Dynasty
Yuan Yuying

Abstract. Commerce, as well as commercial cities and towns made significant progress in Jinghu region,
which mainly consisted of the Dongting Lake Basin and the Jianghan Plain, from the Five Dynasties to the
Song Dynasty. During the Five Dynasties, the Xiang River became major inland traffic line between the
south and the north due to separateness of different regions caused by political factors, which provided
impetus and opportunity for commerce in Jinghu region. With the tea trade between the north and the
Jinghu region, location advantage, as well as local mercantilism policies, Changsha City and Jiangling City
grew into regional commercial centers. Agricultural production in this region soared in the Song Dynasty.
Different areas were able to make the most of their natural endowments as regional exploitation went further.
The Jinghu region successively built up trade ties with the north, the lower Yangtze River basin and the
Chuanshu region. Trans-regional trade direction turned from north-east to west-east after the Song Dynasty
lost its northern territory. Changsha City maintained its role as commercial center in the Xiang River Basin
during this period while the capital of prefecture Ezhou replaced Jiangling City, taking the role of the largest
commercial center in the middle reach of the Yangtze River in the Southern Song. While commercial cities
and towns continuously sprang up, their spatial pattern evolved gradually from scattered points to a
hierarchical network which radiated out from the Yangtze River and the Xiang River. This process of
evolution demonstrated the complex interaction among national politics, economic trend and regional
commerce in different backdrops.
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