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Fu Zhufu’s Exploration and Major Contributions to the Discipline
of Economic History
Zhao Dexin

Abstract: During he was in the preparatory department of university, Fu Zhufu’s interest in learning shifted
from sciences to Chinese studies, literature, and philosophy in the liberal arts, and then to social sciences.
At his thirties, he was determined to take Chinese economic history as his life’s work, firstly be
knowledgeable and then specialized. He was one of the first professors in China to teach economic history
courses at universities and one of the founders of the modern discipline of Chinese economic history. He
studied both Chinese economic history from Yin/Shang Dynasty to modern times; studying the economic
history of Europe, from the economy of the Roman Empire to the completion of the Industrial Revolution. It
may be said to be knowledgeable in both ancient and modern times, having a thorough knowledge both
Western and traditional Chinese. In the comparison between China and the West, he found that as early as
2,000 years ago, Chinese economy had embarked on a development path different from that of Europe. His
works covered many branches of the economic history discipline. He had established his own school in the
studies of economic history. This situation was rare among the economic historians of their generation.

Keywords: Fu Zhufu, Discipline of Economic History, Chinese Economic History, Economic History
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