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A Study on Urban Housing Rental and Housing Tax in the Yuan and Ming Dynasties

Wu Xiaoliang ,Su Qianwen ,Cao Yu
Abstract: As an attachment to the land, the urban houses produce another kind of wealth resources like
rural land. The income of urban housing tax and housing rental income will generate economic benefits,
although the amount is small. It even plays the role of the national financial function. The income division
of housing rental and housing tax of urban and rural areas is not prominent in the Yuan Dynasty, but the
data records of Lushi-si provided an important view to observe urban income. The housing rental policies in
the Ming Dynasty are inherited from previous dynasties, the part of official housing income policies benefit
even better with a comparatively mature and efficient situation. The policies on housing tax in the mid and
late Ming Dynasty were reformed greatly, only urban housing tax and part of rural private housing concerned
by means of “space frame”. The reformation of housing tax is closely related to urban managements,
errands, and commerce development, among which, the government policy plays the driving part of the
changing of the housing tax. The income from office housing rental and housing tax is not only an important
part of urban income, but also a part of national financial income. The development of urban housing rental
and housing tax in Yuan and Ming dynasties shows that the separation of urban and rural areas in ancient
China is a long story to tell.
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