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The Solutions of Disputes in the Living Accounts of Landlords at the Bottom
—Centered on Shengcaidadao by Su Huaichi of Fujian Province
in the Late Qing Dynasty
Feng Xuewei

Abstract. Shengcaidadao, a household daily account in the Qing Dynasty, is a detailed record of Su
Huaichi’s money used in his life. It makes it possible for us to understand the disputes at all levels of civil
society, and also to directly investigate whether civil society is litigious or not from the perspective of the
parties. That is to say, from the economic point of view, we can quantitatively investigate what level of
disputes will enter the litigation channel, how to solve the disputes that have not entered the litigation
channel, how the parties identify the level of disputes, what methods and means are adopted after the
identification, and what’s the result. The final settlement of disputes depends on the external authority or
the personal cultivation of the aggrieved (or the beneficiary) and other aspects of order issues can be
investigated in individual cases. According to the nature of the dispute, the value of the subject matter, and
the difficulty of relief, Su Huaichi adopted different coping strategies, namely, forbearance, intermediation
within the clan, and litigation. The proportions of the three relief methods were 38% , 43% , and 19% ,
respectively. The cost of relief is worthy of attention. The cost of a lawsuit is roughly equivalent to two-three
years of wages of an ordinary craftsman in the late Qing Dynasty, and is more than 100 times higher than
that of intermediation within the clan.
Keywords: Late Qing Dynasty, Account Book, Litigious,Non-Litigation, Litigation Cost
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