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Reinspection of the “Hufu” Tax from Qin to Early Han Dynasty

—On the Existence and Differentiation of “ Compound” Tax
Zhu Shengming
Abstract; The “Hufu” in Qin included “Hugian (or Hubu or Hujian)” in May and the “ Huchu (or
Huchugian)” in October. The “Hufu” in early Han only referred to the “Huqian” in May. That was to say,
from Qin to early Han, “Hufu” was evolved from the general term for the levy taxes on the “household” to a
special term for “Huqgian” in May. In Qin and early Han, the “Hugian ( Qin can be folded into Hubu or
Hujian collection)” in May belonged to the royal finance, the “Huchu (or Huchugian)” in October belonged
to the national finance. The similar characteristics and changes of “Hufu” from Qin to early Han could also
be referred to the “tax levied on basis of Suan” and " Kougian™ in Qin and Han Dynasties. Before the
Emperor Wu of Han,the “tax levied on basis of Suan” including the Suanqgian turned over to the national
finance and the Saungian ( Kougian) which should be paid into the royal finance. After the Emperor Wu, the
“tax levied on basis of Suan” only referred to the former. The latter ( Kougian) was an independent poll tax
specifically for people aged 3 or 7 to 14. After the Emperor Wu adding money to supplement chariots and
horses based on original Kouqian, the extension of “Kouqgian” could not only cover the 20 coppers cash
handed over to the royal finance, but also the 3 coppers cash turned over to the national finance, or the

b ]

former, while the latter was called “ Makouqgian”. The investigation of the internal structure of these
“compound” taxes and the motivation, process and influence of differentiation helped us to discuss the
problems, such as the dividing line between the royal finance and the national finance from Qin to early Han,

and the internal evolution of the taxation system in Qin and Han Dynasties.

Keywords:Qin, Early Western Han Dynasty, Hufu, “Compound” Tax, Taxation System

(FTAE% 4 . F 22 3F)

O (WH)YE T8CHBEZMLD 5 3275 3276 W,
- 77 -



