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Horse-Breeding Corvee in South Zhili.

Institution and Its Local Reaction in Ming China
Chen Boyi

Abstract: This paper explores the issue of horse-breeding corvee in South Zhili, a unique administrative
region, and delves into several core topics: how the court carried out the “impossible” corvee in an
unsuitable region for horse-breeding, and how the local officials and people reacted; how the improper
institution transformed during the Ming era, and how people raised, bought, and paid over half of the
corvee levied in silver after the mid-sixteenth century. South Zhili generally allocated the horse-breeding
corvee based on males per household, the whole land taxes and corvee system, which remained as the
framework of collection by * considering both of the male population and the amount of land,” did not
change too much. On the other hand, the commoners changed their strategies from entrusting people in the
North to raise to buying horses in the north to the Fengyang Prefecture, then to buying horses in North Zhili
directly for ultimately saving the long-distance escort. The corvee was brought into a more calculable fiscal
system by a series of transformation. As the crucial part of the corvee system, horse-breeding corvee directly
related to the impetus and process of the transformation of Ming land taxes and corvee as well as the fiscal
system. These de facto burdens of the commoners also represented the troubles of the old-styled corvee
system to the local administration in the county and sub-prefecture levels.
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