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Difficulties in Passing Weirs: Disputes over Irrigation and Shipping in
Southeast Mountainous Areas since the Middle Ming Dynasty
Zheng Junhua

Abstract. Since the middle Ming Dynasty, the commercial development of the southeast mountainous area
had highlighted the shipping value of the river, which inevitably conflicted with the local large number of
intercepting irrigation weir water conservancy projects. In order to solve the problem of raft passing weirs
and coordinate the disputes between farmers and businessmen about irrigation and shipping, the mechanism
of opening and closing the weir in different seasons and levying the cost of passing weirs from past traders
had gradually formed. The establishment of these two mechanisms indicated that the farmers and
businessmen had formed a relatively stable order on the issue of passing weirs. However, due to the
changes of regional natural and social environment, the disputes around the raft passing weirs had not
completely disappeared. In this regard, local officials usually conducted processing or fine-tuning within the
framework of the original system, rather than carrying out fundamental reforms, in accordance with the
customary principles, and it was difficult for local society to fundamentally solve the problem of passing
weirs in the case of limited engineering and technical conditions.
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