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Establishment History of Agricultural Production Responsibility System
in Shandong Province during the Beginning of Reform and Opening up
Zhao Nuo,Liv Zhaofeng

Abstract; The establishment of agricultural production responsibility system is a major breakthrough in the
stage of reform and opening up. The Shandong Provincial Party Committee was initially more restrictive
about the responsibility system, but also partially change the way of political campaign manner. After the
autumn of 1979, the Shandong Provincial Party Committee made corresponding adjustments in accordance
with changes in the central authorities’ policies, acquiescing to the measure of dividing the land in poor
areas, seizing the “responsibility system” as an intersection of policies and allowing its localities to choose
different forms of responsibility system. During this period, the Shandong Provincial Party Commitiee
followed central authorities’ policies and did not make too much of a statement, so that the localities could
“follow their own ways” in the responsibility system. It supported the specific issues of increasing
production and income, but it failed to fully respond to the voice of officials and the public. It was only
after the central authorities’ attitude became clear that the Shandong Provincial Party Committee focused its
policies on guiding the promotion of the responsibility system in the form of production quotas and
contractors to households. In the second half of 1982, the household contract responsibility system rapidly
spread in the whole Shandong province and the whole-system transformation had been achieved by the
spring of 1983. While the reform of responsibility system in Shandong Province was slightly slower in pace
in comparison with that in certain more advanced provinces, it is a vivid example of the mutual interaction
between the center and the local in the progress of the rural reform, and also an epitome of the normal state
of the reform of this period.

Keywords: Shandong Province, Rural Reform, Production Responsibility System, Household Contract
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