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The Process and Relation: The Definition and
Rightfulness of Rural Land Property Rights in Qing Dynasty
Wang Zhenghua
Abstract;: In addition to the systematic methods of sorting out and studying land contracts such as returning
to households and groups, the interpretation of the continuous change process of land property rights is an
important way to understand the structure and flow of land rights market. A comprehensive study of the land
property rights change chain composed of various land transaction forms, separation, getting, adopting as
an heir and general borrowing, multiple land transactions, seeking additional price and redemption, paying
deed tax, tui shou guo ge, paying taxes and undertaking corvee show that these behaviors involving land
property rights transfer, division and transaction are the process of land property right flow and constant
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definition. The definition of land property rights include two aspects; clear overall land property rights and
internal differentiation of land property rights. The complete and absolute definition of land property rights
did not take place in China in the Qing Dynasty. As far as the relationship between processes is concerned,
all behavioral processes should conform to the right principles such as the institutional provisions of the
dynasty or social norms. There is an internal mechanism of rightfulness supply and demand in the definition
of land property rights between the preceding and the following processes. Taking the perspective of
rightfulness to explain the whole process of land property rights definition, we can find the fundamental
principle of the smooth operation of land property rights market and the formation of credit order in rural
society in the Qing Dynasty.

Keywords: Definition of Land Property Rights, Market for Land Property, Sources of Rightfulness, Social
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