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The Exchange of Animal Husbandry Species between Dunhuang and the Western

Regions in the Western Han Dynasty
—Discussion Centered on Xuanquan Han Bamboo Slips in Dunhuang
Zheng Binglin, Zhang Jingyi
Abstract: The species exchange between Dunhuang and the Western Regions in the Western Han Dynasty is
mainly manifested in the introduction of animal husbandry species. It is a long-term national policy for the
Western Han government to introduce animal husbandry species in the western regions. Primarily, it is to
introduce fine horses from the western regions to change the structure of the army and strengthen the
proportion of cavalry in the army. During the reign of Emperor Wu of the Han Dynasty, two princesses,
Xijun and Jieyou, married Wusun one after another, and the bride price in the Western Han Dynasty was
1000 good horses from Wusun. Li Guangli, the general of Er shi, levied Dawan twice in order to introduce
the ferghana horse. After the normalization of the relationship between the government of the Western Han
Dynasty and the Western Regions, the local governments in the Western Regions began to introduce the
famous horses and special livestock species such as camels, fine cattle and donkeys produced in the
Western Regions into the Western Han Dynasty in the name of dedication, so as to improve the animal
husbandry varieties of the Western Han Dynasty and make the animal husbandry in the Hexi region develop
rapidly. The Han bamboo slips of Xuanquan recorded a lot of content about the exchange of animal
husbandry species between the Western Han government and the Western Regions. Through the study of
these records, we can restore the appearance of the Western Han government’s exchange of animal
husbandry specie.

Keywords: Western Han Dynasty, Animal husbandry, Species, Introduce, Alfalfa
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