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Following Principles, Honoring Truth.
Transformation and Standardization of the Term for Sugar in Modern China
Zhao Guozhuang

Abstract: During the modern era, the growing influence and expansion of long-distance trade, the influx of
Western technologies, and the importation of huge quantities of refined sugar from foreign countries,
significant changes were made in the term used for sugar. Classification systems shifted from natural color-
based categories, to regional designations, to chemical composition, and finally to various numbering
systems such as “haoshu” (5 %) and “wenshu” (%% ). In the face of such changes and complicated
names, the government of the Republic of China, since the 1930s, implemented rules for testing the quality
of sugar in order to simplify and standardize the system of taxing sugar. This was also done to protect the
Chinese sugar industry, thus to simplify and unify the term used for sugar in line with the needs of modern
economic development. New knowledge systems have been formed during the course of the evolution of this
term, and this formation was not only one of the outcomes of the interaction between Chinese and Western
technologies, but also an one external sign of China’s modernization.
Keywords: Sucrose, Modern China, Sugar Quality Control, Classification of Sugar
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