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Railroad and the Revolution of 1911
Zhao Jinsong, He Peilin, Cai Yang
Abstract ; This paper aims to investigate the role of the railroad on the 1911 revolution by using a historical
dataset. We find that if the county has a railroad passing through, the participation rate of revolution increases
by 22. 1% . Besides, the mechanism examination shows that the railroad has facilitated the agglomeration of
industrial labors along the route, and in turn reduced the organizational costs of collective action. Meanwhile,
the railroad has increased information density, thereby expanding the range of the propaganda of revolutionary
thought. It thus laid the foundation of the 1911 revolution which was led by the elites.

Keywords : Railroads, Conflicts, 1911 Revolution
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