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The Situation of Western Economics in China: A Perspective of Historical Development

YANG Chunxue

(Capital University of Economics and Business. Beijing,China)

Abstract: The formation of economics of China originated from the introduction and study of western economics.
And the development of economics of China has closely related to the introduction and spread of western economics. In
history, on the one hand, western economics are constantly developing and expanding. On the other hand, the empha-
sis of introducing and studying western economics varies with the transformation of the system and the theme of the
times. Moreover, the scholars’ attitude to western economics also changes greatly. To save China, the attitude to
western economics have changed from “Chinese Body and Western Usage” in the late Qing dynasty to “Body and Us-
age in consistency” in the Republic of China (1912 —1949). At that time Chinese economics was like “all flowers
bloom together”. For the first 30 years of the People’s Republic of China, due to institutional and ideological reasons,
western economic theories, except for British classical economics, were comprehensively criticized and rejected. For
the last 40 years, the market-oriented reform has urged people to gradually accept and apply the general theories and
analytical methods of western economics. However, how to eliminate the ideological factors from western economics is
still controversial.

Keywords: Dissemination of Western Learning to the Orient; Ideology; System Reform; Chinese Economics

(FAE %5 AT 15)
(Bt ¥ #748)



