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Research on the Experience of the Past “Five-Year Plans”
and the Guideline for the “14th Five-Year Plan”

Research Group, Institute of Economics, CASS

(Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing, China)

Abstract: This article reviews the history of the previous 13 “Five-year Plans” since the founding of the People’s
Republic of China and summarizes the experience of the “Five-year Plans” in five aspects: exploring and innovating the
philosophy for development under the guidance of the latest theoretical achievement in adapting Marxism to the Chi-
nese context; grasping the historical position and direction of development through maintaining and respecting the laws
of economic and social development; formulating scientific development strategies and determining major tasks based
on the combination of solving problems and achieving goals; modernizing government’s macro-regulation and capacity
for governance with extensive social participation and standardized procedures, and improving the socialist market
economy by giving full play to the decisive role of market forces in resource allocations. Drawing on the experience
from these five aspects, we first analyze the direction, trend, basic conditions, and key issues of development during
the “14th Five-Year Plan” period, and then propose the guidelines for formulating the “14th Five-Year Plan” based on
the latest theoretical achievement in adapting Marxism to the Chinese context. Compared with the “13th Five-Year
Plan” period, we believe that the connotation of the new development strategy is required when applying the new de-
velopment philosophy need in the “14th Five-Year Plan” period. In particular, it should pursue coordinated progress in
the five-sphere integrated plan, continue to work for high-quality development, develop a modernized economy by in-
tegrating the development of industrialization, IT application, urbanization and agricultural modernization, and imple-
ment supply-side structural reforms by deepening market-oriented reforms and opening up.

Keywords: Ownership Structure; “Two No Irresolutions” Principle; State-owned Sector; Non-public Sector; The

14th Five-Year Plan Period
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