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The Debate on “ Chinese Modernization”

in the 1930s and Its Significance in the History of Thought

Gu Hailiang
(School of Marxism, Peking University )

Abstract; In the early 1920s, Li Dazhao, Yun Daiying, Qu Qiubai and other Chinese
Communist Party intellectuals, engaging in discussions surrounding the theory of
“building a nation by industry” and exploring various views on China’s path and
approach to industrialization, laid the foundation for the Communist Party of China’s
socialist industrialization and modernization ideology. Yang Mingzhai’s refutation of the
basic view of “building a nation by agriculture” had a wide influence on the Chinese
intellectual circles at that time, and could even be regarded as the direct ideological
source to the exploration of “the problem of Chinese modernization” in the 1930s. In
July 1933, the publication Shen Pao Monthly dedicated a special issue to “The Problem
of China’s Modernization” , which put forward “the problem of China’s modernization”
and the meaning and path of “industrialization” in the modernization process. It became
the first time for the intellectual circles of China to exchange and blend ideas on the
theme of “China’s modernization”, and there were many ideological clashes among
different views. Influenced by the socialist industrialization and modernization ideology
which had been formed over the past decade since the founding of the Communist Party
of China, a series of viewpoints put forward in this debate have paved the way for the
exploration of Chinese modernization thought in the history of thought.

Keywords: “Building a Nation by Agriculture” and “Building a Nation by Industry”,
Special Issue of “The Problem of China’s Modernization ”, Industrialization and
Modernization, Chinese Style Modernization
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