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Abstract: Chinese economic history is an interdisciplinary and important subdiscipline
of theoretical economics and history. It is a major component of modern Chinese
economics, Chinese history, international economics and international history. It is
one of the basic disciplines in social sciences. By reviewing the relevant economic
contents in the official histories, such as the biographies of merchants in Historical
Records, * shitong” (ten political books compiled by antient officials ), and local
chronicles, this paper traces the origin of Chinese economic history, describes the
transformation of Chinese economic history under the great changes of modern society,
and summarizes the achievements and characteristics of the research in Chinese
economic history since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, with a focus on
the reform and opening up period. On this basis, the paper also points out the
shortcomings of the research in Chinese Economic history, and outlines the future
prospects of Chinese economic history.
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