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State Capacity in Economic Development .

Origin, Connotation and Significance
Li Kang

( School of Economics, Fujian Normal University)

Abstract: State capacity has been the focus of discussion across disciplines such as
political science, sociology and economics, and has become a unique perspective or
important factor for analyzing the differences in development paths among countries.
This paper comprehensively analyzes the basic connotation of state capacity from the
two sets of relationships between “state and society” and “state and market”, and
summarizes the four dimensions for measuring state capacity. Furthermore, it
systematicaly sorts out and analyzes the relationship between state capacity and modern
economic development. On this basis, combined with China’s specific practice, the
theoretical connotation of state capacity is reinterpreted around the process of China’s
economic institutional change, and the important aspects of realizing the transcendent
development of state capacity theory under the socialist party-state system with Chinese
characteristics are revealed. In order to continue to deepen the research on the theory
of state capacity, we can start from three aspects: methodological foundation,
theoretical system and practical orientation, and further reveal the more empirical
practical characteristics and theoretical penetration of the concept of state capacity.
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