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Adam Smith’s Concept of Justice
Zhang Qi
(Institute of Economics ,Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ,Beijing 100836, China)
Abstract : Fairness and justice occupy an important position in Adam Smith’s theoretical system. In Smith’s view, the reason why
commercial society is "better" than the past is that it has greatly improved the living standards of ordinary people. Smith did not
advocate "laissez—faire" and never believed that people "only pursuing their own self—interest" could bring " the greatest bene-
fits" to the whole society. In Adam Smith’s era, it was a general consensus that the poor should be " maintained poor" due to their
perceived inherent bad conduct and indolence. Smith not only had deep sympathy for the poor but also introduced the concept of
" distributive justice" in its modern sense: the poor have the right to be relieved by the government solely because of their " pover-
ty. "This idea was revolutionary. Adam Smith also advocated for reducing inequality through the fiscal and taxation system and put
forward the principle of tax justice; he generally advocated proportional taxes and sometimes favored progressive taxes. In terms of
fiscal expenditure, Adam Smith supported public education, which primarily benefits ordinary people.
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