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Abstract: Using data from the 2014—2020 China Household Tracking Survey, the paper empirically examined the impact of
digital literacy on vulnerability to relative poverty. The findings revealed that digital literacy significantly reduced vulnerability to
relative poverty, primarily through mechanisms such as social capital accumulation, improved information access, employment
promotion, and entrepreneurship stimulation. While the poverty —reduction effect of digital literacy diminished over time, its role in
preventing return—to—poverty remained significant for marginalized subgroups within the relative poor population. The vulnerability—
alleviating effect of digital literacy exhibited regional, urban—rural, and inter—group disparities, with the first—level digital divide and
second—level digital divide undermining its effectiveness. This paper provided new empirical evidence of promoting common prosperity
through enhancing digital literacy, offering policy insights for preventing large —scale return—to—poverty risks among relatively poor
groups.
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