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Historical Origins of Xi Jinping’ s Statements on Common Prosperity
—Based on the Analysis of Pre-Qin Philosophers’ Thought on Common Prosperity
Zhang Qi

Abstract: Xi Jinping’ s thought on common prosperity fully reflects the integration of the basic tenets of
Marxism with China’ s specific realities and fine traditional culture. The rich ideas of common prosperity in
ancient China—especially those of the pre-Qin philosophers—form the roots and origins of Xi Jinping’ s
statements on common prosperity. The pre-Qin Confucian school while encouraging the production of
wealth opposed the government competing with the people for profit. It advocated implementing a
hierarchical distribution system through “ritual” ( Li) and keeping the wealth gap within certain limits. The
pre-Qin Legalist school also opposed an excessive wealth gap and held that the regulation of wealth
distribution must be in the hands of the ruler; however because it aimed for “national wealth” in practice
it often moved toward competing with the people for profit leading to common poverty. Xi Jinping’ s
statements on common prosperity both inherits and surpasses ancient ideas of common prosperity. It inherits
the “Universal Harmony” ( Datong) ideal the principle of “equalizing the rich and the poor” and the idea
of narrowing the wealth gap through fiscal taxation and other measures that emerged among the pre-Qin
philosophers. The transcendence of Xi Jinping” s statements on common prosperity over ancient ideas lies in
its people-centered approach and its commitment to achieving common prosperity on the foundation of a
market economy and a rule-of-daw economy.

Keywords: Xi Jinping’ s Economic Thought Common Prosperity — “Universal Harmony’  “Worrying

about Unequal Distribution but not Scarcity”
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