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Theoretical Logic,Practical Bottlenecks,and Solutions for Improving the

Incentive Mechanism for Childbearing Throughout the Entire Life Cycle
CHEN Xuejuan, YU Xianghua
(Institute of Economics , Chinese Academy of Social Sciences , Beijing 100836)
(School of Economics, Beijing Technology and Business University , Beijing 100085)

Abstract: The implementation of the third—child policy in the first year of the 14th Five—Year Plan period
marked a pivotal turning point in China’s population development strategy on the path to modernization. After
five years of exploration, childbearing policies have gradually shifted from a childbearing control-oriented ap-
proach to a childbearing—friendly direction, with establishment of a comprehensive supportive policy system.
However, the existing policies have not fully unleashed their potential in mitigating the decline in birth rate.
Building an incentive mechanism for childbearing throughout the entire life cycle is a fundamental solution to
long—term challenges in childbearing. From the economic logic underpinning the decision—making for child-
bearing across the entire life cycle, this article systematically reveals the different incentive mechanisms of
various policies and identifies the root cause of insufficient promotion for childbearing—inadequate incentives—
behind the low childbearing willingness. Furthermore, according to the theoretical foundations of different sup-
port policies for childbearing, this article analyzes the practical bottlenecks. During the 15th Five—Year Plan
period, the government should refine the design of incentive mechanisms for childbearing throughout the en-
tire life cycle, improve childbearing—{riendly services, and enhance the related infrastructure. Coordinated ef-
forts should be made to protect women’ s reproductive rights and employment rights, thus stimulating the
source of childbearing willingness. In addition, the public sharing and mitigation mechanisms of childbearing
costs should be optimized to sustainably alleviate the concerns about parenthood.

Keywords: 15th Five—Year Plan Period; Incentive Mechanism for Childbearing; Supportive Policy System
for Childbearing; Entire Life Cycle
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