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HERE . FHEW

An Analysis of the Modernization Transformation of Rural Industry in the Southeast Region
of Modern China
——A Case Study of Wuxi County
Zhang Yanxia', Zhao Xuejun®
( 1.School of Economics, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 102488, China;
2.Institute of Economics, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100836, China )

Abstract: Since the modern era, rural industries, originally characterized by manual production, have undergone a modernization
transformation, primarily manifested in three aspects: technological advancement in production, vertical evolution of production
and management models, and optimization and upgrading of industrial structure. Wuxi was a county—level region with relatively
rapid development in modern China, and it was representative of the modernization transformation process. Wuxi’s rural industries
leveraged the advantages of major urban centers like Shanghai and Wuxi, as well as convenient land and water transportation
networks, to introduce advanced machinery and equipment, effectively overcoming the power limitations of traditional farming
tools. The prosperous commodity circulation market and the abundant output of major goods such as silk, cocoons, rice and cloth
enabled Wuxi to accumulate substantial commercial capital, which was then actively invested in industrial development. By the
1920s, numerous machine factories emerged in Wuxi’s townships, giving rise to supporting industries such as building materials,
machinery, and electricity—sectors that are technology—intensive and heavy industrial in nature. The modernization transformation
of rural industries expanded the production scope of household handicrafts, facilitated agricultural modernization, and prompted
shifts in farmers” occupational structures. In the tumultuous social environment of modern times, the modernization transformation
of rural industries in Wuxi failed to be completed. However, it still managed to sustain the livelihood of farmers at a time when
many other regions across the country faced widespread economic collapse.

Key words: modern rural industry; modernization transformation; Wuxi county
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