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Xi Jinping’s Discourses on Global Issues: Expanding the
Marxist Theory of World Economy

Pei Changhong, Ni Jiangfei

Abstract: Engels stated that political economy is a historical science, which means that
keeping pace with the times is one of its inherent qualities. At present, the world is confronted
with increasingly severe global challenges, including deficits in peace, development, security,
and governance. Standing at the forefront of historical trends, General Secretary Xi Jinping has
applied the standpoint, viewpoints, and methods of Marxist world economic theory to advance
a series of important discourses on global issues. In doing so, he has creatively put forward
many major theoretical propositions, pointing the way forward for historical progress.

The main purpose of this paper is to systematically elucidate the theoretical logic of
Xi Jinping’s discourses on global issues from the perspective of the historical and practical
logic of the development of Marxist world economic theory. This paper proceeds by taking as
its research method the analysis of contradictions between worldwide productive forces and
production relations, as well as between the worldwide economic base and superstructure. On
this basis, it systematically reviews the foundations of Marxist world economic theory,
examines the new understandings and judgments formed by Chinese Communists regarding
the international political and economic situation since the founding of the People’s Republic
of China, especially since the reform and opening up, and further expounds the political-
economic logic underlying Xi Jinping’s discourses on contemporary global issues.

This paper argues that the object of study of Marxist world economic theory is the
contradictory movement between worldwide productive forces and production relations, and
between the worldwide economic base and superstructure, aiming to reveal the laws governing
world economic development and the historical trends of world development. This paper
reaches the following conclusions: theories concerning the contradictions of world capitalism,
the law of international value, and the dual character of the world capitalist system
constitute the foundation of Marxist world economic theory; After the founding of the
People’s Republic of China, the leaders of the Communist Party of China developed Marxist
world economic theory based on changes in the world political and economic landscape. In
the new era, Xi Jinping has applied the basic principles of Marxist political economy,
profoundly grasped the broader trend of historical development and the direction of the times,
and, in response to global issues, advanced a series of original and contemporary new concepts,
propositions, and ideas. In doing so, he has elevated Marxist world economic theory to a new
stage suited to the times. Rich in content, internally interconnected, and logically coherent, these
views and propositions contribute Chinese wisdom and approaches to building a better world.

The innovation and academic value of this paper lie in its systematic interpretation of the
theoretical contributions and contemporary significance of Xi Jinping’s important discourses
on global issues from the historical and practical logic of the development of Marxist world
economic theory, thereby providing a theoretical reference for further deepening related
research.
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