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The Change of Tenancy Structure. Pauperization of Tenants and
Turning into Hired-hand Peasants in the 1930s and 1940s
Liv Kexiang

Abstract; Years 1930 — 1949 marked a significant historical period for the feudal tenancy system of China
during which it has undergone numerous changes before reaching its end. The waves of tenancy scope
expansion were noticeably accompanied by three transformations; 1. Forms of tenancy became diverse and
among them the prominent ones are: sell-land-but-stay-farming tenancy, fore-gift-derived tenancy, and
“helper” tenancy under which landlord provided production means; 2. The structures of renter households
and tenants also became diverse, prevailing at all social-economical strata in rural areas, with complex
interconnected tenancy relationships. However, the core feature and property of the conventional feudal
tenancy persisted. 3. Wide spread tenants’ decline to poor farmers or farm laborers: not only the poorer
tenants replaced middle-class tenants and became the main population of tenants, but also quite a number
of tenant families operating as independent producer units descended to hired laborers. This means that the
feudal tenancy system adopted for over two thousand years has come to its end.

Key Words: Feudal Tenancy System; Diverse Forms of Tenancy; Structure Diversification of Rental

Households and Tenants; Tenants’ Decline to Poor Farmers or Hired Laborers
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