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Research on Credit Thought in Pre-Qin China;
The Perspective of National Governance
Tian Kan

Abstract: The concept of credit was generated in ancient times and has got further development until
Western Zhou Dynasty, Spring & Autumn and Warring States Period. Credit which was acted as China’s
political ethics and moral standard regulated emperors and the public, even the behavior of countries in the
form of “soft constrains” and existed effects on economy to some extent, such as lending, trading and other
fields. Further, credit played important roles in national governance. In general, the national credit in pre-
Qin period can be divided into domestic credit and °international credit’ which is the political credibility
between various states. It can also be classified into three stages named Shang Dynasty and Western Zhou
Dynasty, Spring-Autumn Period and Warring-States Period in terms of history.

Key Words;Pre-Qin Period; Credit Conception; National Governance
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