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Geographical Space and Social Environment of
Village Fair in Modern Shanxi Province
Han Maoli

Abstract . This research of village fairs in Shanxi Province in recent Chinese history has following
conclusions. As the principal venue of rural markets, village fairs combined the need of trade with the
features of real estate property, out of which farmers made their livings. Therefore, intervals between the
village fairs, scope of their customer resource, and distribution of the markets all featured the apparent
characteristics of agriculture. The stable and corresponding relationship between agriculture and land
confined the distance of villagers who go for trades and market fairs within one-day’s walking and also set
the market fairs periodically. For peasants, village fairs had scale ranks, but they did not have hierarchies
in relations.

Key Words: Modern China;Shanxi Province; Village Fairs ; Geographical Space ;Social Environment
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