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A Study on the Law and the Practice of the Governmental

Assessment in the Tang and Song Dynasty
Zhang Yibing

Abstract;Gu, the assessment of the commodities’ price made by the governmental institution, was a vital
part of the fiscal system of the Tang and the Song dynasties. Moreover, it played an important role in the
governmental management of the market. A lot of studies have been made on the regular assessment, which
was regarded as the basis of Gu. However, the author argues that the students made some mistakes when
they tried to restore the procedure of the system, since they misunderstood the differences between the laws
of the Tang dynasty, the law of ancient Japan and the Law of the Song dynasty. The author will make efforts
to approach the aim of restoring the system and to rethink the correlation of those laws.
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