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China’s Early Explorations in Agriculture Plant Protection and
Pesticide Pollution Prevention: 1950s —1960s
Zhang Lianhui

Abstract; Chinese government began to actively explore the prevention of pesticide pollution as well as
pesticides were used initially in large scale in China in 1950s. These explorations were of significant
characteristics of pre modernity during the 1950s — 1960s which was mainly manifested as that they were
carried out around prevention and control of acute and subacute pesticide poisoning guided by the idea of
production safety and labour hygiene. However, they laid important knowledge, technology and system
foundation for the beginning of China’s modern pesticide pollution prevention. According to the research,
we find that the content, characteristics and performance of these explorations were mainly determined by
economic factors such as the policy of agricultural plant protection and agricultural development, economic
development strategy, levels of economic development and so on.

Key Words: China; Agriculture Plant Protection; Pesticide Pollution Prevention; 1950s — 1960s
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