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From Contract to Ownership Certificate .
A Study Based on Longquan Judicial Archives
Du Zhengzhen
Abstract: The evidence of land property right in litigation in traditional China included the deal contracts
and the farmland tax receipts and archives many of them grasped by ceshu (tax agent) after middle Qing
dynasty. The governments emphasized the effect of these official evidences while the local people and court
continued using private contracts as ownership evidences. Both the Beiyang government and Nanjing
National government in Republic of China promoted people to use the official certificates, such as deed tax
receipts, documents of contract verification and ownership certificates. People’s ideas about ownership and
their defense strategies in litigations changed gradually after the government executed land survey.
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